bulk of Canada's health data has yet to be made accessible under the Conservative government's transparency plan.
While the Conservatives declined to answer how they would ensure more transparency of health decisions and datasets, other parties that participated in CMAJ's 2011 election survey called for an expansion of the initiative to include more from, and require more of, all federal departments and agencies.
The Liberals, who released their own comprehensive open government policy in advance of the Conservative initiative, would make open data the "default position" of all departments and agencies (www.liberal.ca/files/pdf/lpcopengov.pdf).
Although the New Democrats were more tentative in their support of open government, they did call for further investigation into the transparency measures for health decisions and data adopted by other countries.
The Bloc Québécois, meanwhile, blasted the government's lack of "drive for transparency" in the area of health regulation, particularly consumer safety, and asserted that 
Liberal response:
"A key element of the Liberal plan for democratic renewal is Open Government. Liberals will adopt a new approach to information, issuing government-wide direction that the default position for all departments and agencies will be to release information to the public, both proactively and responsively, after privacy and other legal requirements are met. This initiative will see as many government datasets as possible available to the public online, free of charge in an open and searchable format. Furthermore, all Access to Information requests and responses will be posted online."
New Democrat response:
"The New Democratic Party of Canada supports open and transparent processes for government decision making particularly when it comes to the health of Canadians. New Democrats would be willing to examine the measures adopted in the United States and the United Kingdom and adopt them if they can provide a benefit to Canadians."
